Guidelines for Development of the Final Draft Proposal for General Education
(12/04/06)

Working groups are forming around the following aspects of the proposal to revamp MU’s Gen Ed program:

· Foundations and Writing – Math and Speech requirement; ENGL 110, Advanced Composition, and W courses
· Liberal Arts Core – Distributional (G block) structure and their governing rules
· Explore and More – First Year Seminars, Perspectives, Wellness, and other non-Core, non-Foundational requirements 

· Diversity – working in conjunction with recommendations of the President’s Commission on Cultural Diversity

These working groups are to develop specific proposal elements that when integrated by GERC will serve as a final, holistic proposal to Senate. These proposal elements should include:

· a clear and succinct statement of the curricular components of a revised curriculum

· a convincing rationale for those components (whether new or carryovers from the current curriculum) that is grounded in (1) the vision and mission of Millersville University; (2) the principles and characteristics that guide the reformulation of General Education (as endorsed by Senate); and (3) the purpose and objectives for General Education. This rationale should also draw upon data collected during the process of reviewing Gen Ed including Senate consideration of various proposal elements, survey and assessment results, and the five-year program review.
· specific governance manual language or other documentation necessary to operationalize and institutionalize the curricular element(s) being considered.

· As the proposed objectives for General Education are examined in this process, please make any suggestions for changes to the wording or structure of these objectives necessary to make them better aligned with the curricular changes being suggested.

Time Line:
By Jan. 16: Working groups should forward documents to GERC for review
Jan. 18: Working groups present their reports at a meeting of GERC
Jan. 18 – 29: GERC discusses reports, considers recommendations for changes, and finalizes documents for Senate.

Jan. 30: Presentation and initial discussion of proposal at a special Faculty Senate meeting.

Resources:


Hard copies of this document, Principles to Guide the Restructuring of Gen Ed, and the Proposed Purpose and Objectives should be shared with all working group members. Other documents (Task Force reports, relevant Senate votes and documents, Vision, Mission, and Governance Manual sections) can be accessed through the Gen Ed website (http://muweb.millersville.edu/~gened/).

