To: University Community

From:  University Theme Committee
Date:  March 13, 2009
Re:  Announcing the 2009-2011 University Theme

“Remix the Future, Remake Our World” 

Every two years, the University Theme Committee selects a topic to serve as a focus for campus lectures, events and activities to promote collaboration, investigation and conversation across disciplines within the University and our community.  For the next two academic years, 2009-10 and 2010-11, we have selected “Remix the Future, Remake Our World” as the theme title.

The theme, “Remix the Future, Remake Our World,” seeks to explore and elaborate the exciting new research and practice in the creative and performing arts, scientific discovery, technological innovation, cognitive neuroscience, and social entrepreneurship.  It invites the campus community—students, faculty, staff, and administration—to join with partners in the broader Lancaster community to remix the future and to “make our world anew.” 

The overarching objectives of the theme programs are four-fold: 

1) learn about the various disciplinary and interdisciplinary understandings of creativity, innovation, collaboration, and entrepreneurship,

2) practice creativity, innovation, collaboration, and entrepreneurship through a variety of curricular and co-curricular events, 

3) encourage habits that support the practice of creativity, innovation, collaboration, and entrepreneurship, and

4) create environments in which creativity, innovation, collaboration, and entrepreneurship flourish.

Creative and innovative advances in technology brought us out of the Industrial Age into the Information Age, but as Daniel Pink has argued in A Whole New Mind, workers in a post-information age economy will need the ability and the desire to learn new skills to successfully compete in the global economy. We will need imagination as well as knowledge to remix the future.  We will need social entrepreneurship as well as innovation to remake our world.  We will need creative collaboration as well as individual initiative to move into the dawning Conceptual Age.  Early next week you will be receiving invitations to submit proposals for a theme logo/design as well as a call for theme-related events and activities. The theme committee invites you to join us in this adventure.
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