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Millersville University IACUC

Animal Care and Use Protocols
All protocols using vertebrate animals for teaching or research must be approved by the IACUC prior to beginning any protocol.   

Protocols submitted to the IACUC for approval must address the following:

1. Rationale and purpose for the proposed use of animals indicated. 

2. Justification for the species and number of animals requested.  The number of animals to be used should be justified statistically.

3. Statement addressing the adequacy of training of any individuals involved in the care, handling, and use of the animals specified in the protocol.

4. Statement regarding the appropriateness of less invasive procedures, the suitability of cell and tissue culture methods, etc.

5. The use of appropriate sedation, analgesia, and anesthesia to reduce pain and suffering.

6. Criteria and process for the timely intervention or removal of animals from the study, or method of euthanasia if painful or uncomfortable outcomes are expected.

7. Post-procedure care.

8. Disposition, including method of euthanasia of the animals used in the study.

9. Safety and protection of the personnel during the protocol.

Physical Restraint of Animals 

1. Physical restraint should not be considered as normal methods of housing.

2. The period of restraint should be a short as possible to complete the protocol.

3. Restraint devices should be used only when necessary, and not for convenience in handling the animals.

4. Animals should be given sufficient time to adapt to the equipment used.

Provision should be made, if needed, to monitor the animals at appropriate intervals as determined by the IACUC.

5. Appropriate veterinary care should be available.

Special Considerations

Major surgery: 

Major surgery is defined as surgery that penetrates and exposes a body cavity or results in impairment of physical or physiological functions.

Multiple surgical procedures:  

Justification must be made for protocols involving major surgical procedures.  Multiple major surgical procedures should be avoided unless they are closely aligned with the goals of the research in question.

Food and/or fluid restriction:

When a protocol requires food and/or fluid restriction, minimum food and fluid should be made available consistent with the long-term well being of the animal.  

The least restriction of food and/or fluid that will achieve the scientific objective should be used.


