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September 18, 2011
Dear Language Arts Educator:

Poetry recitation as a competitive event is as old as the Olympic Games. Along with wrestling, long-distance running, and the javelin toss, the ancient Olympics included contests in music and poetry… Please join us in restoring the energy and esprit of poetry recitation nationwide as POETRY OUT LOUD. 

– Dana Gioia, former Chairman, National Endowment for the Arts

On behalf of the PA Council on the Arts, I invite your school to participate in the 2011-12 Poetry Out Loud (POL) program. POL encourages our nation’s youth to learn about great poetry through memorization and recitation helping students master public speaking, build self-confidence, and internalize our rich literary heritage. Your participation can be customized to your time/schedule constraints.  

· POL satisfies more than half of the NCTE English Language Arts Standards

· The free, standards-based teachers guide offers implementation suggestions

· Teachers have access to the comprehensive website of support materials which includes an extensive poetry anthology of about 500 poems as well as a hard copy anthology with about 140 poems, an audio CD of distinguished actors and writers reciting and talking about poetry, a DVD on learning recitation, media guides, and promotional materials.

POL uses a pyramid structure. Beginning at the classroom level, winners advance to the school-wide competition. Each school that participates in our region (Berks, Lancaster, Lebanon and Dauphin counties) will advance their winner to the regional final in February. In March, regional winners will compete in Harrisburg at the Governor’s mansion again this year. The state winner will travel expense-free to Washington, DC in April for the National Finals. More than $50,000 in school stipends and scholarships will go to state finalists and the national champion.

Please share this information with all of your colleagues who might be interested in the program. For additional information, please contact me at 717-871-2186 or go on-line to www.poetryoutloud.org.

I saw a camaraderie and enthusiasm [among my students] for the individual ‘style’ and effort that each [student] brought to the stage. They were very encouraging and supportive of each other. A sense of ‘teamwork’ and ‘friendship’ came out of the coaching sessions that was wonderful to witness. – 2007 POL Finals

Sincerely,

Ty Clever

Regional Coordinator

tclever@millersville.edu
www.millersville.edu/~artined/
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