[bookmark: _GoBack][image: POL graphic]	                        	       

[image: Brand with white background]	                                    [image: ]	               
			




Poetry Out Loud (POL) is the national recitation contest for high school students.  Each school participating in our region, Berks, Lancaster, Chester, Dauphin, and Lebanon counties, will advance their winner to the regional finals; the regional champion will participate in the state finals. The state champion will travel expense free to Washington, DC for the national finals.

Poetry Out Loud encourages students to learn about great poetry through memorization, performance, and competition.  Free, standards-based curriculum materials are available for schools, teachers, and students. Free hard copies are also available. Simply email tyler.clever@millersville.edu with a mailing address and the number of copies you will need.  

You may view the teachers’ guide at www.poetryoutloud.org/guide. Please note that it has been updated. You may order free hard copies of these as well. 

Making it easy for teachers!
· POL satisfies more than half of the NCTE English Language Arts Standards.
· The teachers’ guide offers implementation suggestions so that you can customize the program to meet your time & schedule constraints. 
· Teachers will receive a guide to help them teach recitation and performance, a hard copy anthology with about 150 poems, an audio CD of distinguished actors and writers reciting and talking about poetry, media guides, and promo materials.
· Teachers will have access to website support materials. 

Getting involved 
· Individual or groups of teachers, a school club, or the entire school may participate
· Teachers can determine the extent of their participation
1. Incorporate POL into a unit of study, perhaps culminating in recitations by each student in front of the class.
2.	Offer the program as an extra credit project.
3.	Use some or all of the lesson plans offered on-line or in the free teacher’s guide. 
· Whatever you plan, the end result should be one winner from your school who will then participate in the regional contest. This year’s competition will be held at Millersville University’s Myers Auditorium, late-February, date and time TBA. The winner of the regional contest will then compete in the state final to be held March at the Governor’s Mansion in Harrisburg (date TBA). 








What Must Students Do?
· Choose a poem from the POL anthology to memorize and recite. More than 500 are online; 150 are available in the anthology. Many new poems have been added this year.
· Recitations may not include props, costumes, or music.  Some gestures and minimal movement may, however, be appropriate to a given poem.

The format/structure of the school competition is at the school’s discretion; however, requirements for the regional/state/national competitions are very specific:
· Students must select THREE poems from the paper or online anthologies at poetryoutloud.org/poems/browse.html
· ONE of the poems must be pre-20th century. ONE of the poems must be under 25 lines in length.

Please note: some poems from previous years have been retired, and cannot be used in competition. See the complete list here: 
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/poems-and-performance/ineligible-poems

The Winner . . . 
Each school’s winner will then participate in the regional contest held in February-early March 2011.  Location, day and time TBA.
· Participants will be prepared to recite three (3) poems.
· The regional winner will travel to the state capitol in Harrisburg to compete in the state competition March 15, 2011
· The state winner will receive $200 and an all-expense paid trip (with a chaperone) to Washington, DC to compete for the national championship.
· The state winner’s school will receive a $500 stipend to purchase poetry books.  A runner-up in each state will receive $100 with $200 for his and her school to purchase poetry books.
 
Want more information?
Go to www.poetryoutloud.org, or call South Central PaARTners at 717-871-2186 or email tyler.clever@millersville.edu

Want to participate?
Please complete the Intent to Participate form and we’ll keep you informed.  
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