WORKSHOP SYLLABUS — EDW 697
“Building a Culture of Peace in the Classroom: Concepts for Peace-
building and Conflict Resolution”
June 27-July 5, 2009

COURSE CREDITS, ENROLLMENT AND SCHEDULE
This three credit graduate workshop will meet daily from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
for seven days for a total of 52.5 hours of face-to-face meetings with an
additional 37.5 hours of independent work. The final assignment needs to be
concluded by August 3, 2009 and Grades will be posted by August 10, 2009.
This complies with PDE’s Act 48 requirements.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Course participants will examine global, national, ecological, local
and personal perspectives on the importance of peace building in
today’s classrooms. A major emphasis of the course will be on
teachers’ learning and using conflict resolution strategies and
management systems that develop a culture of peace within their
classrooms. Globalization and the state of the natural environment
as it impacts on culture of peace will be examined. Course
participants will meet people working in these concerns and learn
about projects and resources that can support them in this work.

RATIONALE

Each year, there is a strong demand for workshops to help teachers develop
strategies for the resolution and transformation of conflict within their own
classrooms. This workshop is designed to help teachers become familiar with
several well-known peace programs that have had success in classrooms and to
help teachers extend the knowledge of peace from their own classrooms to the
world outside.

OUTCOMES
At the conclusion of this workshop, participants will know and be able to

1. view the world and peace-building from multicultural, global, and
ecological perspectives.

2. make connections over time (past, present, and future) and space (local,
national, regional, and global) as they examine events, ideas, issues, and
situations that occur within their own nation, communities, school districts,
and classrooms that involve conflict, violence and peace.



10.

11.

12.

apply the knowledge and skills they have already mastered to interests,
issues, or concerns in their own lives, classrooms, and school-
communities so that they can better meet the challenges and realities
posed by an interdependent world and facilitate the development of
peaceable classrooms and communities.

analyze the intricacies of cross-cultural communication and understanding
globally and locally and practice strategies for culturally responsive
teaching.

apply cooperative and collaborative learning techniques that can be used
with children to develop tolerance and friendship, reduce prejudice, and
nurture justice within the classroom.

assess value conflicts and analyze the role or effects of values in conflicts
and in peace.

utilize conflict resolution and mediation skills in classroom situations.

practice skills that discourage, limit, and redirect negative behavior in the
classroom.

review and analyze management approaches that support the reduction of
conflict in the classroom and facilitate a culture of peace in the classroom.

review textual, community, video, and electronic resources for the
classroom on conflict resolution and peace-building.

prepare a management plan for building a culture of peace within their
own classrooms.

review programs and global opportunities for the basis of a future learning
project that will engage their students actively in ecological and social
improvement of the world around them.



CLASS SCHEDULE
Day |
Introduction of Selves, Course, Overview of Workshop
Reflection on Individual Stories and Reasons for Participating
Collaborative Activity for Facilitating Cross-Communication within the Cultural
Integrating the Arts and Peace building: Communicating a Culture of Peace
Site visit: Paramilitaries to peacemakers: Personal Transformations to Peace
Day Il
Weaving a System of Strategies that Create A Culture of Peace
Mediation Skills
Conflict Resolution
Site visit: Belfast Mediation Center
Day
The Peaceable Classroom:
Learning, Practicing, and Teaching Culturally Responsive Strategies
Facilitating fairness and justice;
Reduce prejudice; and Support children’s sense of power in the Classroom
Site Visit: Integrated elementary school
Day IV
Violent Reduction Strategies
Stopping Bullying Behaviors; Developing Socially Acceptable Behaviors
Facilitating the Skills of Friendship, Respect, and Fairness
Site Visit: Integrated secondary school
Day V
Connecting the Local to the Global
Health, the Environment, the Arts, and Culture
International Peace Building Organizations
Presentation of Classroom Action Plans and Units
Site Visit: Corrymeela Peace Center
Day VI
Exploring Community Resources & Preparing the Community Action Project
What is the Meaning of Peace for Self, for Students, for the Classroom, the
Community, the Nation, and the World?
Why is it important to teach children peace building skills in the classroom?
What is an Ecology of Peace?
The Interconnectedness of the World and the Importance of Peace Building
Site Visit: Community Development and identity formation SNIPP
Day VI
Identifying Value Attitudes and Conflicts
Defining the Problem: Applying the Solution
Learning, Practicing, and Teaching
Reviewing the Literature on Peace building and Management Approaches to a
Peaceable Classroom
Site visit: Irish School of Ecumenics



READINGS

A series of readings will be required and be provided in class in a bound class
packet.

Recommended source books:

Kreidler, William J. (1984). Creative Conflict Resolution: More Than 200 Acitivies
for Keeping Peace in the Classroom, K-6. Parsippany, NJ: Good Year Books.

Noddings, Nel. Ed. (2005). Educating Citizens for Global Awareness. New York:
Teachers College Press.

Robins, Debbie. (2007). Where Peace Lives. New York: Cambridge House
Press.

Sapon-Shevin, Mara. (1999). Because We Can Change the World: A Practical
Guide to Building Inclusive Classroom Communities. New York: Allyn & Bacon.

EVALUATION
Students will complete a base knowledge quiz on the political context of the
peace process in N. Ireland
Students will attend a pre-departure orientation
Students will attend all classes and participate in large and small group
discussions.
Students will maintain a daily reflective journal.
Students will write a research paper on one aspect of peace building that will be
of value to them in their classrooms or:
Students will prepare an outline of a proposal for a student-based community
action/ecological sustainable project.
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