The Normal Journal

TEACHING IS THE HIGHEST SCIENCE, THE FINEST ART, THE NOBLEST PROFESSION.

e ——————

VOLUME IX.

FIRST PENNSYLVANIA STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, MILLERSVILLE, PA, NOVEMBER, 1895.

NUMBER 1.

The Nor_glal joumal.

Published quarterly in the months of Novem-
ber, February, May, and August. Designed to
afford a means of communication between the

First Pennsylvania State Normal School and
the educational publie.

THE JOURNAL is sent regularly to the mem-
bers of the Alumni Association of the School,

and to Superintendents of Schools and others
interested in education.

No subscription price is charged for THE
JOURNAL,

All communications should be addressed to
E. Oram Lyte, Principal, or to

THE NORMAL JOURNAL,
Millersville, Pa.

NOVEMBER, 18965.

THE NORMAL JOURNAL.

Forty Years.

The 17th of April, 1855, saw the begin-
ning of a movement in Pennsylvania that
has grown to great proportions, and in its
growth has revolutionized education in
our State. On that date the Normal
School at Millersville had its beginning.
A three months’ teachers’ institute was
held here, under the principalship of Prof.
James P, Wickersham, then Superintend-
ent of Lancaster county, for the purpose
of helping the teachers of this and other
counties in their work. The following
counties were represented among the stu-
dents of this institute: Beaver, Bucks,
Cambria, Chester, Dauphin, Huntingdon,
Lancaster, Lebanon, Montgomery, Perry,
Susquehanna, Washington, Wayne, Y ork.
Two States besides Pennsylvania were rep-
resented : New York and Delaware.

Before the close of the three months’
gession the institute or school had assumed
the name of ¢ Lancaster County Normal
School,” and in the fall of 1855 it reopened

to continue the work begun in the spring. |

On the 2d of December, 1859, the Lancaster
County Normal School was recognized as
the first State Normal School of Pennsyl-
vania, under the provisions of a law that
was largely the outgrowth of the experi-
ment made by the County Normal School.
In its forty years it has had the follow-
ing principals :

JAMES P. WICKERSHAM, 1855.
J. F. STODDARD, 1855.
JAMES P. WickKERSHAM, 1856-1866.
EpwaArp Brooks, 18661883,
B. F. SuAuUB, 1883-1881.

E. OraM LYTE, 1887
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The following interesting table of the
attendance of students is taken from the
catalogues of the School, the same plan of
determining the number of students being
followed for each year :

NUMBER OF STUDENTS,

YEAR. WINTER SESSION. SUMMER SESSION, TOTAL,
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1869-70......... D83 conroiniis 080 s00000ns 1126
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1894-95......... (11 (NP 1010....0....1713
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Students may register at any time for
rooms for the spring and summer session,
which begins on Monday, March 30, 1896.
A large number of applications for rooms
have already been received.
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Dr. Burrowes.

The sincere thanks of all friends of pop-
ular education and especially of all friends
of our State normal schools—and there is
no true friend of the common schools who
i8 not also a warm friend of the normal
schools—are due to the editors of the Penn-
sylvania School Journal for their exceed-

ingly interesting presentation of the rela- |

tion of Dr. Thomas H. Burrowes to the
State Normal Schools of Pennsylvania.
Much of this matter was presented before
this time, but in so fragmentary a manner

| a8 to be of comparatively little value.

]
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| are in daily use.

This compilation is a permanent contribu-
tion to the history of education in Penn-
sylvania.

These articles are published at this
time to assist the movement now under
way throughout the State to erect a monu-

ment to the memory of Dr. Burrowes on
account of his devotion to the cause of
public education and his great services to
the State in behalf of the common schools.
He deserves all the honor that Pennsyl-
vania can give him, and the teachers and
schools of our State will honor themselves
more than they will honor him by the
erection of a suitable memorial to the man
who put the common school system into
successful operation and was the framer
of the Normal School law.
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The Principal will be glad to answer
any questions concerning the School. If
you contemplate going to a normal school
in the near future, drop him a line.
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At Last.

The library building, so long under
way, is at last completed, the libraries of
the School and the literary societies arein
place in it, and the rooms of the building
The libraries are in
charge of Miss McCrory, a graduate of the
library school of Pratt Institute and a very
efficient librarian. Miss McCrory’s as-

sistant, Miss Mercer, is also a graduate of
the same school, and is rendering valuable
aid in the difficult work of indexing and
cataloguing the books and getting the
library ready for wuse. This beautiful
building has been described in THE JoUR-
NAL, but no description will be able to tell
ot its value to our students and teachers.
In a future number of THE JOURNAL, we
shall outline the work done in this depart-
ment.
—_—Pe
The School will reopen after the holiday
vacation on Tuesday, December 31st. The
classes will recite on that day.
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Some Questions.

Why can students graduate more quickly
and easily at some normal schools than at

Millersville?

Probably this question is based on a
fact. It should not be. At Millersville
we realize that our students will be called
upon to teach the common branches, and
we consequently try to lay a good foun-
dation for their work by teaching these
branches with a fair degree of thorough-
























