The Normal Journal

TEACHING IS THE HIGHEST SCIENCE, THE FINEST ART, THE NOBLEST PROFESSION.

VOLUME IX.

FIRST PENNSYLVANIA STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, MILLERSVILLE, PA., FEBRUARY, 1890.

x

NUMBER 2.

The Normal Journal.

Published quarterly in the months of Novem-
ber, February, May, and August. Designed to
afford a means of communication between the
First Pennsylvania State Normal School and
the educational public.

THE JOURNAL is sent regularly to the mem-
bers of the Alumni Association of the School,
and to Superintendents of Schools and others
interested in education.

No subscription price is charged for THE
JOURNAL.

All communications should be addressed to
E. Oram Lyte, Principal, or to

THE NORMAL JOURNAL,
Millersville, Pa.

FEBRUARY, 1896.
THE NORMAL JOURNAL.

Why Not?

Why should not there be a number of
scholarships at Millersville? This part of
our State has many men and women who
are blessed with an abundance of this
world’s goods. In no way can so much
be done for humanity as through educa-
tion. And in no way can so much be done
educationally as in the education of those

who educate others. An endowed schol-
arship here would be a perpetual honor
to the man who endows it, and a perpetual
good to the youth of our county and State.
A scholarship to perpetuate the memory
of Dr. James P. Wickersham is endowed,
and each year assists some worthy man or
woman to become a teacher. There
should be others assisted in like manner.
Will not some of the well-to-do residents
of this great State think of this matter?
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One lesson we have learned here is this:
A library without a trained librarian is
better than no library, but not much bet-
ter. We find that our two trained libra-

rians have plenty of work to do in assisting
our students to choose appropriate read-
ing matter, in helping them to select
questions for debate, essays and orations,
in cataloguing our books, etc., etc.
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A part of the wealth of Pennsylvania is
being used for a noble purpose in the es-

tablishment of a wonderful institution of

learning in the West—the University of
Chicago.
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The spring and summer session will
begin Monday, March 30, and continue
fourteen weeks. Apply early for rooms.

The True View.

It seems to be the ambition of some
normal schools to be measured by their
size rather than by their work in the
class-room. The true view with respect to
numbers of students seems to us to be
this: A school should have a sufficient
number of students in attendance to en-
able it to keep a faculty large enough and
strong enough to have each branch of
knowledge in charge of a person who, be-
sides being an expert teacher,is an author-
ity upon the subject he teaches. When

the income of a school warrants the em-
ployment of men and women who are su-
perior scholars and skilled instructors it
has no need to be unnecessarily anxious
about having an excessively large enroll-
ment of students. Although Millersville’s
numbers are greater than those of other
normal schools, this fact is a matter of in-
difference to us, because we realize that
mere numbers mean but little. If we
were to fail in our work, the greater the
numbers, the greater would be the failure.
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Our alumni are unconsciously honoring
themselves when they honor the School by
placing memorials here on the occasion of

their class reunions, No school has
greater reason to be proud of its alumni,
and THE JOURNAL believes that the alumni

have just cause for being proud of their
School.
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A Suggestion.

With new library and science buildings
this School is in a position to be of more
interest to the people of Lancaster county
than ever before. There are many valu-
able collections of minerals, historical
relics, pictures, old books, diaries and
other written matter relating to this
county, in possession of persons who
would gladly put them where they would
be taken care of and assist in educating the
youth of the county. In our new library
building there is a large room set aside
for rare books and manuscripts and other
interesting matter not intended for general
circulation. In our science building there
is a room 80 feet by 40 feet to be used as
a biological laboratory, and as a place to
keep manufactured and natural products.
Who of our citizens will honor themselves
and this School, and help the county, by

sending us such material as they have be-

'longing to the subjects named above?

This School touches nearly every family in
this county (and many families in the

State) through the public schools. By
placing collections here the donors will in
all probability assist in educating their
children and their children’s children for
many generations. The Principal’s father
gave many of the largest trees in the
School campus to the School. Little did
he think that his grandchildren would
enjoy their shade and be benefited by his
gift. In much the same way those who
contribute to the School in the lines sug-
gested in this article may aid their own
descendants and many others by their
generous deeds. It may be said without
egotism that no other institution touches
the people of Lancaster county as this
School. Every neighborhood feels its in-
fluence, and every neighborhood contri-
butes to its support and its success. Will
not our good friends help it in the way
here suggested !
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Do you know of any persons who think
of going away to a normal school? If

| you do, will you kindly send us their

names and addresses?
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Shall Millersville be Endowed?

When asked to contribute to some object
connected with our School, persons some-
times refuse to do so, giving as their reason
that Millersville is a State institution.
That the School is a State institution in
the sense that its work is supervised by
the State and its diplomas are issued by
the State is true. It is also a State insti-
tution in that it receives a small appro-
priation yearly from the State, and its

. students who are fitting themselves to be-

come teachers receive a little financial as-
sistance from the State. It isalso a State
institution in the sense that it is a per-
manent institution, It is reasonable to
suppose that should it meet with a calam-
ity like fire,the State would treat it as sim-
ilar institutions have been treated,and see
that it is rebuilt.

Why should not the fact that Millers-
ville is a State institution be a strong
reason why thinking men and women
should support it? Colleges receive a
liberal support, and as a rule are heavily
endowed ; and it is right that they should
be. Yet they are no more permanent than
the normal schools of our State; and
though eminently worthy of the heartiest
























