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PDS Information
1) Orientation to MU’s Program
2) Overview District Partners
3) Interview & Orientation process
4) Selecting your top three districts
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Schedule for PDS Interns
Spring 2026: 

● Mondays & Tuesdays: MU Classes on Campus 
(strategies learned)

● Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: Full Placement Days 
(strategies implemented)

Fall 2026:

● Full-time Student Teaching Placement  
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 Class to Classroom Assignments (C2C)
While you take your Professional Block II classes 
at MU, you will be completing field-based 
implementation of these strategies. There is a 
direct link between your classes and your 
fieldwork. 
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The Process
1. Choose your top three districts (Not Guaranteed)
2. Virtually interview for approximately 10 minutes per 

teacher assigned - Notification in D2L
3. Teacher chooses an Intern (Good fit for classroom)
4. Final selection determined by PDS Faculty 

Committee/Approved - district administration 
5. Intern notification/Classroom Orientation
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EMEE PDS SPRING PARTNER SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Donegal School District  https://www.donegalsd.org/en-US 

Eastern York School District https://sites.google.com/easternyork.net/eysd/district

Ephrata Area School District  https://easdpa.org/

Manheim Central School District  https://www.manheimcentral.org/

Palmyra Area School District  https://www.pasd.us/

Pequea Valley School District  https://www.pequeavalley.org/ 

School District of Lancaster https://sdlancaster.org/
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PDS Partner Districts

https://www.donegalsd.org/en-us
https://sites.google.com/easternyork.net/eysd/district
https://easdpa.org/
https://www.manheimcentral.org/
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Eastern York School District Donegal School District 

Manheim Central School DistrictEphrata Area School District



8

Pequea Valley School DistrictPalmyra Area School District 

School District of Lancaster

PDS Partner 
District Maps



PDS Components
● Wise mentor/intern matches (interviews + mid spring 

checkpoint)
● Time to build strong relationships 
● Deep immersion in the classroom and building culture 
● Defined classroom experiences (PDS Mentor/Intern 

Handbook)
● Elimination of “start-up” time for student teaching 
● Supportive MU faculty presence 
● Co-teaching
● Action Research/Made in Millersville: towards end of PDS
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https://sites.google.com/view/pds-action-researchinquiry-pro/home


89,526,124
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Action 
Research 
Example 



Tentative Timetable for PDS Students
● By October 19: Complete Form – Top Three Site Preferences

● Late October: Interview Invitations (you will be notified via D2L; 
invitations will also appear under Assignments and in Feedback for 
upcoming interviews)

● Late October – Early November: Virtual Interviews

● Mid-November: Placement Notification (you will be informed where 
you are placed)

● Early December: Orientation with Mentor
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Tips for Interviewing
● Dress appropriately/teacher attire
● Make sure your social media is private!
● Think about who you are as an educator - what makes you unique?
● Know your reasons for wanting to be an educator that go deeper than 

just liking children
● One of the most frequently asked questions is: What is your personal 

teaching philosophy?
● Be prepared to market your strengths
● If they ask about your weaknesses, what will you say?
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Select Your Top Three Districts 
Here is the link:

https://forms.office.com/r/9WkfagFm9K

Complete Form by October 19, 2025 on EMEE Homepage Under 
Professional Development School

● Select your top 3 districts - First, Second, Third
● Note any special considerations

Note: Teachers know their own kids and classrooms. Teacher choices will be used to 
finalize placements.
● You need to be signed into your MU Office 365 account to be able to complete this 

survey.
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https://forms.office.com/r/9WkfagFm9K


Use the 
QR Code
To Sign 
Up & 
Select 
Your Top 
Three 
Districts 
for Your 
PDS 
Interviews 

Be sure to 
check which 
districts are 
closest to you 
so you can 
hopefully be 
placed in a 
location with a 
manageable 
commute!14



Frequently Asked Questions
● Can I pick a district outside of the seven PDS options?

Answer: Due to supervision for fieldwork and the established partnerships, the PDS districts are your only 
options.

● Can I select my mentor?
Answer: No, interns are selected through the PDS interview process by the mentor teachers determining who 
is a "good fit" for their classroom. All placements are contingent upon the availability of an educational 
partner-approved mentor teacher and the appropriateness for the student's major.

● Can I set up my own field placement?
Answer: No, the University is able to place interns within the appropriate educational settings in the region. 
This responsibility rests solely with the University.

● Will I have the exact same number of interviews as other PDS interns?
Answer: No, the number of interviews varies based on the availability of mentor teachers and major of 
interns.
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QUESTIONS?
Email Dr. Heilshorn

kheilshorn@millersville.edu

16

mailto:kheilshorn@millersville.edu

