
BRINGS US TOGETHER 
Whether you want to be a music teacher, performer, work in the music industry, 

or have a better appreciation for music, the Tell School of Music at Millersville University 

offers three unique degree programs and a variety of certificates. 

"THE TELL SCHOOL OF MUSIC SEEKS TO NURTURE AND PREPARE ITS STUDENTS TO LIVE IN AN INCREASINGLY MULTICULTURAL 
AND TECHNOLOGICALLY COMPLEX SOCIETY, PREPARING STUDENTS FOR CAREERS IN MUSIC EDUCATION, STUDIO TEACHING, 

MUSIC PRODUCTION, MUSIC MANAGEMENT AND LIVE AUDIO," EXPLAINS. DR. MICHEAL HOULAHAN, CHAIR OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
"WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING AN ENRICHING ARTISTIC ENVIRONMENT. WE PROVIDE FREQUENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLO 

AND ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE, RESEARCH AND COLLABORATIVE SCHOLARSHIP BETWEEN FACULTY AND ALL STUDENTS. THE 
SYNERGY RESULTING FROM THE BREADTH OF FACULTY EXPERTISE COMBINED WITH STUDENT ENERGY CREATES A VIBRANT ARRAY 

OF CULTURAL EVENTS. ALL THESE SKILLS HELP OUR STUDENTS SUCCEED IN THE WORKFORCE." 

In this article, we hear from two students, 
two alums and two faculty members. 

MANNO'23 

OAH MANNO 

'23, FROM 

BURLINGTON 

TOWNSHIP, 

NEW JEr 

Many people 
became familiar 
with Noah 
Manno during 
COVID because 

of his work with the group Chromatic, which 
provided songs for the masses via Zoom. 
Manno is a music education and vocal 
performance major at Millersville 
who is also working on his certificate in 
music technology. He plans to graduate 
in May 2023. 

TELL US 

ABOUT YOUR 

EXPERIENCES 

IN MUSIC AT 

MILLERSVILLE 

UNIVERSITY, 

INCLUDING HOW 

YOU STARTED 

CHROMATIC. 

Since starting my 
studies at the Tell 
School of Music at 
Millersville University, 
it has been incredible. 
The faculty truly care 
about every student's 

THE GROUP CHROMATIC 

individual success and growth. I have had 
many opportunities which would not have 
been possible without the support of the 
faculty. I have had the pleasure of being 
the music director, arranger and producer 
for Millersville's only a cappella group, 
Chromatic. This past year, we competed 
in the International Championship for 
Collegiate A Cappella and placed first in 
our regional quarterfinal. We then placed 
third in our semifinal. It was so rewarding to 
lead a group to such esteemed recognition 
and success. 

Additionally, we were also able to create a 
huge online following on the social media 
app TikTok. We gained around S0,000 
followers and over 13 million views in a 
few short months. We were proud to 
represent the talent of the student body 
here at Millersville. 
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WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO GET 

INTO MUSIC? 

From an early age, I was always surrounded 
by music. Throughout my schooling, many 
music educators in my life inspired me to 
grow and become the musician I am today. 
Music class was always a sanctuary for me, 
and I hope to inspire my own students to 
feel just as safe and supported as I have. 

TELL US ABOUT ONE OF YOUR 

FAVORITE PERFORMANCES OR 

CLASSES AT MILLERSVILLE. 

Although I am a music education student, 
I have had the pleasure of being one of the 
first students to complete the new Music 
Technology in Music Education Certificate. 
Through this program, I was able to refine 
my technology skills and learn how I could 
incorporate 21st-century music technology 
skills into the classroom. 

WHAT ACTIVITIES 

ARE YOU 

INVOLVED IN AT 

MILLERSVILLE? 

In addition to 
Chromatic, I am 
part of Millersville's 
Chorale, an 
auditioned vocal 
ensemble. I have 
participated in 
the drumline in 
Millersville's marching 
band for three 
years. I am a part 



of the Honors College and have completed the Research Fellows 
program, a three-semester research fellowship. I am a member of our 
University's chapter of the National Association for Music Educators. I 
am also a member of Phi Mu Alpha, a music fraternity. 

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS 

AFTER COLLEGE? 

I plan to spread the love of music throughout 

MUSIC brings us TOGETHER 

DO YOU HAVE MENTORS OR OTHERS IN THE FIELD 

WHO YOU ADMIRE? 

Three of my mentors at Millersville are my studio professor, Paul 
Murr, and two professors I've had for classes, Dr. Jeffrey Gemmell and 
Dr. Joe Cernuto. I tend to get in my own head, and these three have 
been nothing but supportive. 

my community. This could be teaching at a 
school, teaching private lessons, or continuing 
to produce and create wonderful music. My 
goal is to inspire and bring joy to the people 
around me. 

"Where words fail, 
music speaks." 

l WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS 

AFTER COLLEGE? 

I intend to go to graduate school - the "where" 
of it is currently a big question. 

Hans Christian Andersen ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD 

LIKE TO ADD? 

CLARK'24 

ADAM CLARK '24, 

FROM LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA 

Adam Clark is working toward bachelor's 
degrees in Music Education and 
Percussion Performance. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR TIME 

AT MILLERSVILLE 

My experiences in the Millersville music 
department have been interesting. From 
helping Dr. Barry Atticks shoot a music 

video with snakes in the middle of a work-in-progress house from 
the 1700s to being the website editor for a year, I've worn many 
hats. I have participated in several ensembles; however, the one I 
have spent the most time in is Wind Ensemble conducted by Dr. Joe 
Cernuto. I have participated in the Millersville Chorale and University 
Choir as a singer and a percussionist, and I have substituted for 
absent players in both the Concert Band and University Orchestra. 

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO GET INTO MUSIC ? 

I began my "musical journey" when I was 6 at the recommendation 
of my mother's music friends. I played piano for several years until I 
got to third grade and started the trumpet, switching to percussion 
four years later. When I was in eighth grade, I was approached by a 
senior in the Hempfield High School Marching Knights to join the 
band. I joined the front ensemble, or pit percussion. I participated for 
five years, some begrudgingly, until I eventually found my home in it. 

TELL US ABOUT ONE OF YOUR 

FAVORITE PERFORMANCES OR 

CLASSES AT MILLERSVILLE. 

Two immediately come to mind: Recording 
I 

Millersville has allowed me to practice and 
perform my craft with like-minded individuals 

and provided me with the skills to go out and teach others as well. 
I've taught front ensembles in local high school marching bands, 
including Penn Manor High School, Hershey High School and Eastern 
York High School. 

Being a music student at Millersville is not for the faint of heart. It 
is a lot of work, and it is important to remember why you are going 
to school for it in the first place. Many try to bring others down 
by saying, "Music isn't going to get you a job," or other ridiculous, 
nonsensical jabs. Without music, the world is dull, and we'd do well 
to remember that. 

BRITTANY MAZZURCO MUSCATO '13 

FROM COLLEGEVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 

Brittany Mazzurco Muscato has been 
teaching at New York University 
since 2019 and currently teaches data 
visualization and storytelling. She also 
works as a senior behavioral designer for 
the ideas42 behavioral design team that 
is embedded in the NYC's mayor's office. 

MAZZURCO MUSCATO '13 Before moving to New York, she was an 
active member ofTrinity Cathedral's choir in Miami, Florida. 

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO GET INTO MUSIC? 

At the risk of sounding cheesy, I cannot remember a time in my 
life when music wasn't important to me. I was always singing and 
performing in some manner or another as a child. However, it wasn't 

until high school that I began considering 
a career in music. During my high school 

II with Dr. Atticks and The Art of Choral 
Techniques with Dr. Jeffrey Gemmell. 
-Recording II allowed me to create music,
whether recording it, mixing it or both in a 
studio environment. Dr. Atticks is a wealth of 
knowledge, and once he drinks his ninth cup 
of coffee, he'll tell you just about anything you 
need to know. Art of Choral Techniques with 
Dr. Gemmell has probably been my favorite 
education class. We learned lots of practical 
information about teaching voice and 

"When I hear music, 
I fear no danger. 

years, my love for music evolved into a true 
obsession. When college application season 
rolled around, I couldn't imagine being happy 
doing anything else. 

teaching music in general. In ACT, we learn 

I am invulnerable. I see 
no foe. I am related 
to the earliest times, 

and to the latest." 
Henry David Thoreau 

One thing that endeared Millersville's music 
department to me was that they believed that 
musicians need to be skillful as performers, 
educators and entrepreneurs. As someone still 
figuring out what her nonperformance career 
in music would look like, this appealed to me. 

through doing, so there was lots of singing, peer instruction and 
feedback. Dr. Gemmell is quite the personality and a genuine teacher 
who wants to see everyone succeed. 

TELL US ABOUT ONE OF YOUR FAVORITE 

PERFORMANCES AT MILLERSVILLE. 

If I had to pick just one, I would say performing in the music 
department's performance of Gian Carlo Menotti's The Old Maid and 
The Thief. Not only was I able to perform alongside some of my most 
beloved classmates, but this was my first time performing in a fully 
staged operatic production. 
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